Curator’s Choice

By: Francis Lukezic,

Sergeant]acab HHYEtt’S’ CHV&]I‘Y He]met MAC Lab Conservator

A short time ago, an object arrived at the MAC Laboratory for conserva-
tion treatment that provides a glimpse into the life of an officer during
the time of the War of 1812. The cavalry helmet, in addition to a type of
jacket called a coatee, is part of a significant early 19th-century uniform
assemblage in the collection of the Washington County Historical Socie-
ty that is connected to Jacob Huyett, a past resident of the county
(Figure 1). Sergeant Jacob Huyett served during the War of 1812 and, ac-
cording to family history, fought in the Battle of North Point and the
Defense of Baltimore (Cueto 2020). Huyett was a member of the Mary-
land Militia’s Light Dragoons and part of the cavalry unit known as the
Hagerstown Blues.
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‘ I he pattern of Huyett's helmet was influenced by helmets being

worn by British and other European cavalry units at the time
(Chartrand 1992, Kochan and Rickman 2000). The cavalry helmets’

design also takes inspiration from the Classical Revival style that was

Figure 3. Light dragoon helmet, ca. 1814, in Figure 4. Sergeant Huyett's helmet and

the collection of the Smithsonian Museum. coatee on display at the Miller House Mu-

Photo: Howell and Kloster 1969: 10. seum in Hagerstown, MD. Photo: Wash-
ington County Historical Society.

Figure 2: Detailed of copper alloy metal boss
from the chinstrap.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.






